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LETTER FROM THE BOARD
-

en (“CAFC”) is proud to present a recap of the
history. We hope you will take time to read this
he accomplishments of CAFC and its growing
anizations nationally on the issues of family law

nd Bad News.

er Assemblyman Roderick Wright to the Califor-
al family law rights and will help organize other
year stay in the Senate.

on campaigns that proved very successful. We
ding alliances in the Sacramento region. CAFC
and Congress on key legislation as well as the
report.

rst conference on domestic violence with the
This conference resulted in CAFC providing
judges around the state — another first. We
when tapes of the conference are completed and

obtaining a solid base of financial support to
critical work. Despite the support of a core of
aising events, contributions and support have not
o month trying to survive and still be the advo-
California.

een able to pay for the production of tapes from
e planned to distribute these tapes around the
ocates. More significantly our Executive Direc-
as informed the Board that unless we can develop
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continue to try to raise his two daughters on
cannot blame Michael and can only thank him
Il begin looking for other employment after the

ivities in other areas and make one last effort
te and reliable funding base for our budget. If we
spend our activities effective January 1, 2009.

porters of CAFC who continue to contribute
r help our work would not be possible. You can
and the enormous potential for progress we face

edibility CAFC has achieved and the enormous
diators could have on future family law cases.

n Sacramento, there are at least 11 organizations
obbyists and media experts who work on defeat-
ia. The budgets of six of the groups we know
the real total figure is.

lars to be an effective voice for parents and their

ur work to continue, and it will not happen,

dual, to spread the word and make the time and

reate an organization that can make real and

ssary for the triumph of evil is for good men to
e. With your help we can do even more.
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HE ELECTION FRONT
E FOR TRUE EQUALITY
STATE LEGISLATURE

s primary fight in June, 2008, for the 25th Sena-
his case pitted another friend of ours, Assembly-
ry. Rod is expected to win the general election in

e biggest, and sometimes only, outspoken advo-
e California Legislature. His election, possibly
eous fighter in Sacramento leading the fight for

events. California is often a bell weather state on
mento our victories can spread across the coun-
ontinue his legislative efforts in this area and said

him as he leads the good fight.
S & ACTION CAMPAIGNS

to grow as an invaluable resource for assistance
ited staff and resources, we have to prioritize
nificant unmet need.

dreds of calls and email requests for assistance,

mily law cases from residents of California and

r help and information from several military ser-
th America. We help who we can.

aigns.
Father

s somebody has to speak up for the little guy.
jail a father for 180 days because his daugh-
a (GED) we all felt somebody had to stand up
ing as one of the only viable family law equity

paign to all the major media outlets calling at-
rotest by both men and woman. Our press release
of CAFC, saying, “This is one of the most outra-
— and that’s saying something. Under the judge’s
e -- who are parents of high school dropouts
control, and should be immediately removed from
n and sent out an alert to his readers.
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Major TV and radio stations picked up on the
ceiving over 700 calls and emails. We don’t know
re than 300 articles were written on the case. As a
ys later and released the father, Brian Gegner from
porters for their help in correcting this gross in-
ill keep you informed. Read the full story here and

d” Reality Show

to oppose the “Bad Dad” reality show, a pilot con-
ew reality show entitled “Bad Dads had Jim Dur-
Center, function as a sort of ‘Dog the Bounty
intended to target fathers who are behind on their
-- foreclosing on their house, repossessing their
there are some “bad Dads” who have the financial
ildren. these men, however, are a small minority
et their obligations, often while supporting a sec-

st part was an alert sent to all its members and
gister their opposition to the program. The second
ommunications with a senior official of Fox who

r explanation of the problems and political ramifi-
lessening of the interest Fox now has in the pilot.
work.

and TRAINING

n domestic violence held in Sacramento on Febru-
sor the conference, which was co-sponsored by the
sociation (FAVTEA). CAFC brought together, for
s from the U.S., Great Britain and Canada includ-
iolence Legislative Resource Center (NEVLRC).

the world because all of the internationally re-
were brought together in one conference setting.
all over the U.S., Canada, Europe and Asia. Rep-
ment agencies attended including officials and staff
d Human Services. Also attending were treat-
ncluding all family law mediators from Sacramento
es from their courts, including judges.

o interviewed Erin Pizzey, the founder of the shel-
nters. You can listen to the interview, which is also
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year’s conference here.

effect. Most typical conferences produce little
ent. We are now getting requests for follow-up
in March, conducted empirical based domestic
providers in Orange County. In April, he did the
ncisco Courts. Plans are in the works for similar
es.

ization that has achieved this kind of access and
kers of the true facts of domestic violence.

entary, “Daddy Hunger”, on the issue of father

ety. On April 18, 2008, Ray Upchurch, the film’s
rful film in Sacramento. CAFC was extremely hon-
ing. CAFC’s Michael Robinson made some open-
remely honored that Ray made this request to us
acramento and the state. Read the full story here.

ear Summary that last year CAFC teamed up with
her state and community leaders to hold an event
area’s need to improve outreach for at risk youth.
ee photos and summary here.

REFORMS

faced with the enormous challenge of having to
California legislature (3048 Assembly bills, 1781
59 bills for 2008 that needed analyzing, tracking
rried over to 2008, others were introduced in 2008.
ere the most damaging and needed to be stopped
ators to introduce this year. A complete list of the
ssues page here. Below we provide a current status

tive advocacy group continues to grow. This year
Mississippi looking to introduce legislation to

om being ambushed in family law courts on exist-
with our advice and assistance Mississippi passed
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friendly officials to clarify and expand protections
ourts. CAFC spearheaded the first bill in the na-
in 2005. This issue gained national attention and

o the Service Members Civil Relief Act (SCRA)
ary parents in the rest of the country. Read more

rner (Ohio) has introduced a stand alone bill (HR
conference committee. HR 6048 has passed out of
panion bill with the same language in the Senate.
mocrats.

d energy in getting media coverage for ourselves
Michael Robinson was interviewed by a writer for
a feature story on CAFC will be in their fall 2008

writing a story on the military issue which will
ease in calls from State Legislators and other gov-
lation and other reform ideas.

CAFC'’s education and policy outreach program.

CAFEC SUPPORTED
am. SUNSET EXTENDED

value of CAFC’s continued presence educating the
r presence and persistence has led to the quite, yet
s of thousands of men and children in California.

) is a program advocated and spearheaded by
stodial parents to compromise child support arrears
e cases current child support to the family., CAFC
of this program in AB 2082 (Wright) and again
assed out of the legislature but was vetoed by then
AFC continued its efforts and was finally success-

into law in 2003 (AB 1752).

eceived more than 10,540 applications. Of those
the settled cases was more than $89 million and
ttled those cases on an average of 11 cents on the
lated into approximately $77 million of relief to

CSS released its 2008 report on the Compromise
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s that since its implementation in 2004, COAP
rears.” The report further lauds the program as “a
nce deemed uncollectible and reducing California’s
more here.

d of state department officials and Local Child
prove the effectiveness and outreach of COAP. The
ng a representative for the courts. We are pleased
ichael Robinson was invited as the only parent

he workgroup has been meeting every two weeks
with the results so far.

t to expire on July 1, 2008. There is general agree-
n to expand the program and make it permanent.
commendations to make the program more helpful
taken the lead to redesign a new COAP Income &

o have all of the details worked out by September
et bill once there is agreement.

uilt over the years proved invaluable in getting this
ories come quietly when working with a govern-
ificant. The bottom line is CAFC’s involvement
the lives and relationships of men and their chil-

estic relations. PASSED both houses.

ode (Collaborative Family Law Act) which allows
laborative law process rather than an adversarial
53 bill would direct the court to refrain from re-
e parties’ agreement absent good cause. The bill
is waiting to be sent to the Governor.

ce conflict between separating couples which

Law Court; Marriage) and last years AB 189: Dy-

TTED & AMENDED

upport reform bill introduced 2/15/08 by Senator
the applicant for child support alleged arrearages
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nt of arrearages under penalty of perjury, file it

008 with language to remove a sunset provision for
assed out of the Senate Judiciary Committee but
mittee over possible budget costs for serving the

g for this reform for several years now and we will
en assured that a similar bill will be reintroduced

t: reconsideration: CHAPTER 58, Statutes

duced to fix confusion regarding the original fil-
lid paternity judgment based on genetic testing.
h this issue since 2000 when Assemblyman Rod

the filing deadline for a motion to set aside a pa-
pproved (September 24, 2004) or at the time it
ppeal of California, Fifth Appellate District in

) 135 Cal.App.4th 15, added further confusion

ird legal deadline of October 28, 2006. The Octo-
y the Department of Child Support Services.

ber 31, 2006. This allowed a number of men to re-
y the courts. Based on the testimony of CAFC’s
sful in getting the bill passed out of both houses of
333 was signed by the Governor on 7/1/08.

estic violence: CHAPTER 49, Statutes of

blymanYee to amend Section 1219 of the Code of
punish a victim of domestic violence who refuses
y alleged domestic violence victims change their
to pursue a prosecution for a variety of various

p the allegation or the contact was minimal.

e alleged victim with jail for refusing to testify. SB

t states the court may NOT imprison the victim of
to testify in a prosecution. The bill was signed by
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CAFC OPPOSED

ining orders: CHAPTER 86, Statutes of

this bill would amend the Penal Code relating to
changes to existing law. First, it imposes a new
evention programs. Second, its creates a public

of at least 1 DV felony or 2 DV misdemeanors.

orously opposed this bill unless it was amended
ebsite web site containing data about individu-
roblems we objected to were also amended out
ere successful and the bill was amended on April

n7/10/08.

tions. DEFEATED

Protective Parents Association. Their intent
ienation by one parent against the other. In our
sful efforts to stop the original bill AB 612 but
rm in this legislative session (2008) AB 612 was

ted the bill from even being set for its initial
attle here over parental alienation so you can un-

Continued
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